



             Message from the President
This year marks a milestone in the 
development of Chapman/ Beverley Mill 
Historic Site. Our Master Plan has been 
completed by Earth Designs and the approval 
submission process has begun. As 2012 
begins, we are anticipating the ground 
breaking ceremony later this year when the 
Mill begins its transition into a community-
based park for everyone to enjoy.
   We are also pleased to present our new 
Executive Director, Dr. Kay McCarron, who 
brings her extensive experience in historic 
preservation as both a professional 
archaeologist and researcher.  With a Ph.D. in 
Instructional Technology from the University 
of Virginia, Dr. McCarron is applying her 
expertise to create a series of educational 
programs at the Mill for student and life-long 
learner participation, beginning in with a 
forum on the archaeology of Mill-related 
enslaved populations.


   Our ongoing archaeology program will 
continue to evolve with volunteer 
participation in Phase I testing prior to soil 
disturbance and based on the Master Plan. 
One potentially significant area has been 
identified through archaeological research 
and has been designated as a “save” area for 
future research on habitation studies related to 
18th – 20th century industrial complexes.
   Our special events calendar is expanding in 
2012 and will include our popular “Adults 
Night Out” evenings as well as the 150th 
commemoration of the Battle of 
Thoroughfare Gap. Tour groups are 
increasingly interested in the Mill and our 
first wedding event took place in October. We 
are rapidly moving forward in our 
development and are excited that the 
community is so responsive to our special 
historic site.
Charles H. Seilheimer, Jr., President
Turn The Mill Around Campaign
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In an effort to document the condition of 

Chapman Mill following the August 
earthquake, a laser scanner was used to 
collect detailed information of the site. 

What is a laser scanner?

A laser scanner is a piece of surveying 
equipment used to collect very detailed 
existing conditions data.  The unit emits a 
laser beam and, based on the time for the 
laser to reflect off of a surface and return to 
the scanner, a point with x,y,z coordinates is 
determined.   Collecting 50,000 data points 
every second, in addition to photographs, the 
laser scanner is able to precisely map a space 
with an accuracy and level of detail 
previously not possible.  

How will the scanner be used at Chapman 
Mill?

Being that the structure was scanned prior to 
the earthquake, the data collected post 
earthquake can be used to analyze differences 
in the building.  The two scans will be 
compared in an effort to identify if and how 
the mill has been impacted by the recent 
natural disaster.  By comparing the data pre 
and post earthquake, cracks or changes in the 
structure can be located.  


Continued on the next page.


    The Laser Scanner on Site
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Laser Scanning Technology Used to Document Chapman Mill



Continued on the next page.
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Laser Scan Data:  Snapshots of Millions of Points in Space that Can be 
Measured and Analyzed
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Watch for the Following 2012 Events at The Mill
150th Commemoration of the Battle of Thoroughfare Gap

Forum on Enslaved Populations at the Mill
Workshop: Repairing Historic Rock Walls

Adults Night Out at Chapman/ Beverley Mill
Family Day at The Mill





It was a steaming July morning when the 
archaeology field crew met onsite to continue 
digging a series of test units, hoping to locate 
the footprints of several log structures 
pictured in a c. 1880 photograph of the Mill 
property. Thought to be domestic structures 
based on a prior study, the elusive 
foundations would be difficult to locate. 
   As the square holes were carefully 
excavated by the professional archaeologist, 
her summer archaeology intern, and two 
Virginia certified archaeological technicians, 
the screens revealed ceramic artifacts, 
window glass and a metal button, all 
representative of domestic refuse of the early 
to mid nineteenth century. But the exact 
location of the structures remained a mystery 
and further testing would be necessary.
   
   Archaeological research as described above 
has become an important focus of the planned 
historical park at Chapman/ Beverley Mill. In 
March of 2010, Patrick O’Neill and members 
of the Northern Virginia Chapter of the 
Archeological Society of Virginia began a 
Phase 1 investigation to evaluate cultural 
resources in the footprint of a proposed bus   
turn-around, a critical feature on the Master 
Plan. A mid-to late 19th-century photograph 
shows at least three log structures in the area 
between the current low rock wall and the 
railroad tracks, east of the mill. The log 
structures appeared to be old in the 
photograph, which would probably place their 
construction to a pre-Civil War period, and 
possibly slave quarters, since the Chapman 
family lived across the railroad tracks in 
Meadowland.
   

   Excavating a series of 14 test units over a 
25 square foot area of the tract, Archaeologist 
Patrick O’Neill and his volunteers found 
abundant evidence of human habitation. The 
artifacts spanned a large date range from the 
late eighteenth century through the 19th 
century, including 2 very interesting pipe 
bowl fragments. Based on these findings, the 
bus turn-around was relocated and the 
original site designated as a protected area on 
the master plan.
    
    Ongoing archaeology at the Mill will serve 
as an important part of a growing public 
education program.  Plans are being 
developed to offer summer programs for 
students who will learn how archaeology can 
fill the missing pieces to an historical puzzle 
while gaining “hands-on” experience in 
scientific archaeological techniques. Watch 
our Web site and Facebook for opportunities 
to participate. Help the archaeologists locate 
and excavate the log house sites!
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Archaeological Investigations Continue on the Mill Site




                  CoSponsored by
         The Winery at La Grange 


          Heidi Burke as Pauline Mosby




On a beautiful September evening under a 
full moon, the historic mill site was 
transformed into a magical world of 
candlelight, music and tales of the Civil War.  
Living historians told of the harrows of 
soldier life and the heartbreak of families. 
Period music by Evergreen Shade greeted the 
60 attendees who were treated to tours and a 
presentation by author Dave Goetz, who 
spoke eloquently about the elusive John 
Singleton Mosby.
                                 (Photographs by Brian McCarron)
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Highlights of the 2011 Special Events at The Mill 
September Adults Night Out 




Chapman's Mill in Thoroughfare Gap is 
now a must-see stop on Virginia’s Civil War 
Trail. Visitors to the Mill today are greeted by 
new entrance features that include a Civil War 
Trail marker, a descriptive plaque that lays 
out the significance of the site in the war and 
a handsome snake-rail fence, built and 
installed in 2010 by Bristow resident Parker 
Anderson as part of his Eagle Scout project. 
The fence is similar to those seen on 
battlefield sites throughout the state. 

   These upgrades are a taste of what visitors 
will be enjoying on the Mill’s six-acre 
property in the coming months. The Turn The 
Mill Around Campaign (TTMAC) board of 
directors earlier in 2011 approved phase one 
of a new master plan, executed by Earth 
Design Associates in Casanova, that 

encompasses the four acres east of Broad Run 
and the Mill. Once all the improvements have 
been made, the site will include a meandering 
trail, an ongoing archaeological project, an 
amphitheater, renovation of a stone fence, 
picnic areas, many new trees and hedgerow 
plantings, and full access in line with ADA 
standards. The vision is for the history of the 
Mill and its surroundings to reveal itself 
through these features as well as plaques and 
markers, equipment and artifact displays.
   While seeking to honor the commanding 
seven-story Chapman Beverley Mill itself, the 
master plan goes a long way to fulfill the 
mission of the TTMAC, according to board 
member and treasurer Earl Douple, “to 
stabilize and interpret the ruins of the Mill, to 
facilitate public access and to make it 
enjoyable for families and folks interested in 
local history.” 
                                           Continued on the next page.
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Master Plan Completed: Approval Process Initiated



Thanks to an agreement between the TTMAC 
and VDOT, Douple said, the plan “makes full 
use” of the state-owned roadbed – Beverley 
Mill Road – that today dead-ends at Broad 
Run in front of the Mill Store. The section of 
the road within the security-fenced area will 
be re-graded, re-surfaced, and widened to 
accommodate parking for Mill visitors. A new 
main drop-off circle will be located just inside 
the existing front entrance and adjacent to an 
archaeological site that, in 2010, was 
identified and explored by archaeologist 
Patrick O’Neil. This will be a first stop for 
visitors, who can witness first-hand digs 
being developed and researched for recent 
and ancient history. They then can follow a 
woodland path past the amphitheater, past the 
foundation of a 20th century house and 
through a picnic area, to the Mill, which sits 
on the highest point of the property. Along the 
way, visitors will be able to read and 
experience how, over three centuries, the site 
and its buildings evolved into an industrial 
engine of the local economy as well as a 
valuable strategic asset in the course of 
several wars, most dramatically during the 
Civil War. And to all those familiar with the 
site, no visit to the Mill is complete without 
the unique thrill of a Norfolk Southern train 
rumbling past on the eye-level tracks.
   Funding for the estimated $300,000 phase 
one master plan project will come largely 
from a TEA21 grant, administered by VDOT.  
As part of the grant, TTMAC must come up 
with a 20 percent match of the overall cost. 
Douple noted that fundraising already has 
begun to reach a goal of $75,000 over the 
next 12 months. The plan permitting process 
is currently in full swing, though with 
numerous jurisdictions and agencies involved, 
it will take some time to wind its way to the 
finish line. Groundbreaking is slated to take 

place next year with an estimated completion 
of the project by the end of summer 2013.
   Douple cautioned that, because of its 
location and typography, the smaller western 
portion of the property, a two-acre wedge of 
land that snakes between Broad Run to the 
south and the railroad track to the north, will 
require another hefty grant to develop. Plans 
for phase two include enhancing access to the 
headrace, a watercourse that feeds water from 
Broad Run into the mill water wheel, and 
replacing the original mill wheel and making 
it functional again.
   

                                       (Photograph by Linda Hughes)
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Please Donate. 
This historic site's Master Plan can become a 
reality this year with you help. To donate online 
through PayPal, visit our Web site at http://
chapmansmill.org or send your checks to the 
following address:
Turn The Mill Around Campaign
P.O. Box 207
Broad Run, VA 20137

Follow us on Facebook!




My beginning months as the new 
Executive Director have proven to be a 
hectic, fun and reflective time as I settle into a 
position that has been held by very talented 
people before me. The packed to overflowing 
file cabinets, closets, desks and bookcases 
stand as repositories of years of research into 
the history and landscape of the Mill. Slowly 
wending my way through the amassed fortune 
of information, I have come to a reverence for 
this incredible industrial complex and the 
people who called it home through the 
centuries. The historians who served this 
foundation in the past deserve accolades for 
what they uncovered. My work will be to 
uncover what is hidden below ground. I am 
an archaeologist.
                                

                                            (Photograph by John Toler)
   As we move toward a major goal of 
opening the Chapman/ Beverley Mill 
Historical Park in late 2012 or early 2013, we 
are conducting archaeological research on the 
tract. Beginning in 2010, professional 
archaeologists have been systematically 
searching for cultural resources indicative of 

industrial complexes. Perhaps the remnants of 
workers’ houses, slave quarters, fences and 
outbuildings can be uncovered. These surveys 
will continue through 2012 with the help of 
volunteers and the public during special 
events. We’d love to engage individuals, 
schools and scouts in our search for the 
earliest remains of structures. Our findings 
will serve to enrich the interpretation of the 
site. 
   TTMAC moved forward in several 
directions in 2011, continuing the special 
events and creating a following on both the 
redesigned Web site and Facebook. 
Professional photographers are using our 
beautiful environs for their photo shoots. Our 
first wedding was held onsite in October and 
inquiries for more weddings, tours and special 
events are picking up. These are fantastic 
fundraising opportunities for the campaign. 
However, we still depend on our donors and 
as always appreciate your continued support. 
Look for a new membership campaign 
beginning in the spring as well as a 
fundraising effort called “Adopt-a-Stone.” 
These are exciting days for a Mill that 
continues to be loved by the community as 
well as those who pass her hollowed, yet 
regal structure each day.
   It is my pleasure to be a part of this 
incredible project. 
Dr. Kay McCarron
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Reflections from the Executive Director





 

Turn The Mill Around 
Campaign
P.O. Box 207
Broad Run, VA 20137


                                         

(Photographs by Linda Hughes)
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More Highlights of the 2011 Special Events at The Mill 
Family Day


