
Volunteers Log In 3,400 Hours in 2013! 

Our volunteer programs were amazingly active during 2013  
in our archaeological  and events programs as well as Boy 
Scout and student community service projects. We are so 
fortunate to have dedicated people who love The Mill and 
are willing to volunteer their time to advance our 
understanding of both the history and prehistory of 
Chapman Beverley Mill Historic Site and Thoroughfare Gap.  
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Volunteer Spotlight  

As we focus on our volunteers 
in this first 2014 newsletter 
edition, we turn our spotlight 
on a volunteer who has spent 
the last 5 years faithfully 
opening and closing The Mill 
gate during the weekends 
when the site is open to the 
public. Our faithful Gatekeeper 
is Joseph (Joe) Alonge and we 
are most grateful for his 
continued dedication! 
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Thunderbird 

Archeologists Offer 
Their Help Onsite 

Throughout the month of May, 
archeologists with Thunderbird 
Archeology, a subsidiary of 
Wetland Studies and Solutions, 
Inc (WSSI) volunteered their 
time and equipment to assist 
in the ongoing survey of the 
C h a p m a n B e v e r l e y M i l l 
Historic Site. This extensive 
project has been ongoing 
s i n c e  2 0 1 2 u n d e r t h e 
s u p e r v i s i o n o f D r . K a y 
McCarron, TTMAC Executive 
Director and Professional 
Archaeologist . 

Read the full story on page 2. 
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2013 in Retrospect: The Year of the Volunteer

Dedicated Archaeology Volunteers Conducting a Field Survey
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WSSI Offers Their 
Help on The Mill Site 

Ongoing archeological 
investigations include exploratory 
excavations intended to develop 
a more complete understanding 
of the evolution of the industrial 
complex from the 1740s through 
the 1950s and the role of the mill 
in the colonial economy of the 
region. In addition, the results of 
the survey will help in 
understanding the importance of 
Thoroughfare Gap to prehistoric 
populations. 

Drawing on their familiarity with 
soil stratigraphy from work on 
multiple sites in the region, WSSI 
archeologists assisted the site 
supervisor in creating preliminary 
interpretations of the soil layers 
encountered during the 
excavations. These 
interpretations will be revisited 
and refined once the analysis of 
the artifacts from this season's 
excavations is complete. 

On the final day of WSSI 
assistance to the Campaign, land 
surveying equipment and trained 
staff were provided to generate a 
highly accurate map of the 
excavations completed at the site 
over the last two years. This step 
is crucial to the next phase of the 
archeological investigations, 
which will further explore the 
portions of the site with the 
greatest potential for yielding 
new information about the history 
of the mill and surrounding 
structures, as well as the Native 
American prehistory of the site. 
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Great News! Our Master Plan has been Approved by Prince 
William County and the Virginia Department of Transportation 
which will allow the construction of public pathways, parking 
areas, restrooms and interpretation signs this Spring through 
our VDOT T21 Grant.  

The BAD News is that we need matching funds in order to 
complete our renovation/ restoration plans. Please, won't you 
help Turn The Mill Around Campaign by sending your 
donations through PayPal access on our Web site at http://
chapmansmill.org or mail to TTMAC, P.O. Box 207, Broad Run, 
VA 20137. We are most grateful for your support!

Top Photo: WSSI Archeologists Volunteering on Site. 

Bottom Photo: Archaeologist Mike Johnson (Center) with Virginia Certified 
Archaeological Technicians John Kelsey, Jackie Cuyler, Becky Garber and 
George Monken. 


