
MILESTONES 2014 
 

AUGUST 
     Archaeological lab crew  
     expanded to 12 members 
 

SEPTEMBER 
     Redesigned website 
 

OCTOBER 
     Launched social media  
     campaign incorporating  
     Facebook, Twitter and  
     Wordpress 
 

DECEMBER 
     Archaeological crew has 
     documented over 10,000  
     artifacts to date 
 

TOUCHSTONES 2015 
 

WINTER 
     Secure bids for construction  
     of walking paths  
 

SPRING 
     Final approval of master plan 
 

SUMMER 
     Groundbreaking at the Mill 
 

FALL 
     Walking paths completed and  
     open to the public 

 
 

TO REACH GOALS 

30% of $400,000 budget  

still needed 
 

THE MILL IN BRIEF 
 

At the border between Fauquier and Prince 
William Counties, the Chapman / Beverley 
Mill cuts an imposing figure against its 
wooded backdrop. The massive 1742 seven 
story structure was thought to be the 
tallest stacked stone building in the United 
States. The Mill supplied food through five 
wars, but was gutted by fire in 1998. 
Today, though the arson has left the 
structure a ruin, the stabilized stone Mill 
walls, Mill store and surrounding landscape  
invoke the history of milling in Northern 
Virginia. 

 

TURN THE MILL AROUND CAMPAIGN 
 

Following the devastating fire of 1998, 
Turn the Mill Around Campaign took 
management of the Mill property.  The 
organization is dedicated to: 
 

  Preserving the historic 
       Chapman-Beverley Mill  
  Providing public access 
       to The Mill site 
  Developing interpretive 
       programs concerning  
       The Mill 

 

 

 

Turn the Mill Around Campaign, Inc. 
Frances Allshouse, Executive Director 

www.chapmansmill.org 
chapmanmill@gmail.com 

540-253-5888 

SELF-GUIDED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOUR 
Chapman – Beverley Mill 

Historic Site 



A)  The Chapman – Beverley Mill 

Originally owned by Jonathan and 
Nathaniel Chapman, the Mill was 
constructed around 1742 by slaves who 
stacked quartzite stone quarried from the 
mountain above.  The Mill was destroyed 
by fire in 1858 and again during the Civil 
War.  The Beverley family acquired the 
property shortly after the Civil War and re-
established the Mill as a major economic 
center within the community.  After more 
than 200 years of use, the Mill ceased 
operations in the mid 20th century. 

 

B)  Railroad 
When the Manassas Gap Railroad came to 
Thoroughfare Gap in 1852, the Chapman 
family gave the company $2,000 to ensure 
that the rail was laid next to the Mill.  As a 
result, the Mill prospered.  By 1858 the 
Mill was raised to a total of seven stories. 

 

C)  Meadowland 
The ruins now standing across the railroad 
from the Mill property once served as the 
Chapman family home.  Meadowland was 
built in the mid 18th Century.  It had two and one 
half stories, a full basement and fireplaces on each 
floor.  Throughout the 18th and 19th centuries 
several outbuildings also stood on the home site. 

 

D) Cabin Sites 
Photographs from the late 19th Century indicate the 
presence of several small cabins to the East of the 
Mill.  It is unclear at present when these structures 
were built or who occupied them.  TTMAC has been 
conducting archaeological digs on the site and will 
continue to analyze the findings.  

 
 

 

E)  Furr House 
Built in the late 19th or early 20th Century by the 
Furr family, a concrete slab is all that remains of the 
wood frame Furr house today.  Photographic 
evidence suggests that the home may have 
included one or more older tenements.  Further 
archaeological study may provide additional 
information about the history of this home. 
 

F)  Mill Store 
The Mill store was established by the Furr family in 
the 1930’s.  The store was originally intended as an 
outlet where the Mill owners could sell flour and 
cornmeal.  It soon became a general store.  Later,  

 
due to its proximity to Route 55, the only road 
through the Gap prior to Interstate 66 (1979), the 
Mill store became the Broad Run Post Office. 
 

G)  County Border 
In 1759, Fauquier County was formed  
from a portion of Prince William  
County.  Chapman’s Mill was  
used as a point to identify  
the border between  
the two counties.   
Today, the Mill still  
straddles the county  
line. 
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